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Course title:  
European Immigration Policy  
 
Type of course:  
Optional (part of the specialisation option “Migration and Europe”) 
 
Course content: 
This course examines EU policy making and implementation in the field of migration, asylum, 
and immigrant integration policy. By studying European migration policy from a policy cycle 
perspective (agenda setting, decision making, implementation) the course introduces students 
also into the analysis of public policy making. 
 
The EU policy field of migration is highly salient and sovereignty sensitive. Admission of non-
citizens to the state territory used to lie at the heart of state sovereignty.  Over the past 25 
years EU integration has changed this relation fundamentally. Borders were dismantled and 
free movement for EU citizens was established. Member States started co-operating on 
admission conditions for third country nationals, migrants as well as asylum seekers. 
However, the ‘refugee crisis’ of 2015 and 2016 has shown that implementation of the 
Schengen agreement, the Common European Asylum System, common immigration and 
integration policies is far from consolidated. the EU and Member States still struggle for 
balancing competencies, functions and effectiveness of the policies. The very future of the EU 
integration project seems to depend on the question whether legitimate and effective 
cooperation can be established. 
 
Explanations for the why and how of cooperation in this policy area, cover essential questions 
of European studies. The policy field will be approached from a multidisciplinary angle, looking 
at the legal, economical and security implications of EU migration policy. The course will 
discuss EU and Member State policy making, agenda setting and decision making, as well as 
implementation of EU policy. Thereby theoretical concepts of public policy making and 
contextual knowledge of the policy field will be acquired.  
 
Learning outcome: 
Students will:  
• Understand policy-making and implementation in European migration, asylum, and 

integration policy 
• Be able to explain different patterns of EU integration and implementation across policy 

areas in the field 
• Identify core interests and actors that dominate the policy field 
• Be familiar with key concepts of public policy making and analysis such as the policy cycle, 

agenda setting, issue framing, and decision-making rules 
 


